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MODSTOX NEWSLETTER  
May 2010 

 
The Chairman Rambles on………again!! Aka Diary from a Madman….. 
 
Hello and welcome once again to the latest instalment of what closely resembles a newsletter.  
This month’s jottings are being brought to you with the help of cider, and the letter ‘P’ – 
namely Pitchshifter and Pendulum. 
 
We are now 4 meetings into the season, and with the 5th just around the corner we have 
already witnessed some very good close racing, with improving car numbers at most 
meetings. 
 
We have also now had our 1st grading period, which has brought some new names near the 
top, thus rewarding the early season flyers with red roofs.  Neil Mack (56) is at the top of the 
tree, but has found the wins harder to come by this season, and I would say has enjoyed the 
competition facing him so far.  Close behind Neil after some strong showings at all the 
meetings is Modstox newcomer but former Hotstox and Hot Ford racer Brandon Marlow (45).  
Brandon now faces a real dilemma as he was only meant to be trying out the car until 
daughter Emma became 16 to enable her to race at Birmingham in June.  But he’s already 
shown he can take the points fight to Neil (56) whilst a planned new car for himself is still a 
long way off from completion with it currently being just a flat chassis.  Other notable red 
grades are Richard Edwards (5) and Martin Baker (501).  Richards (5) who has been even 
more impressive considering he has only even raced on the ovals once before a few years 
back with the Modstox.  Richard (5) really drove well at Brampton to take the Shaleshifters 
title and nearly maximum points on the day.  Martin Baker (501) has finally made it, taking 
his driving to the next level, which resulted in him winning the final at Birmingham Wheels 
on the 1st May.  Martin drove an excellent race in what can only be described as very tricky 
conditions, leaving all the old beggars in his wake!!! 
 
With news of cars coming out of the woodwork (after years of storage in some cases) and 
being sold on, or up for sale, those people who are interested and not being able to find a car 
to buy, there may soon be a choice which should certainly help to improve car counts even 
further.  Keep watching the newsletters for more news as and when we get it. 
Broomhead Oval Racing Engineering!! 

 
GENERAL NEWS 
 
DH Videos – After the 1st meeting at Birmingham Wheels we approached DH Videos for 
sponsorship to the club as they are filming many of our meetings in 2010 at the I-factor 
meetings, and also at Scunthorpe when we get there.  We will be featuring adverts from them, 
and are getting a DVD of each meeting to aid our meeting reports where necessary.  Anyone 
wanting copies of these meeting can find them at www.dh-videos.co.uk. Many thanks for 
those so far. 
 
Scunthorpe news – For those of you (excited ones at that) who have been asking us about the 
Scunthorpe outing we have been in touch with Guy Parker regarding our August meeting and 
whilst he is away at the moment he has mentioned he will be in touch after the tracks 1st 
meeting in May. 
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Ruabon Promoter – Mick Jones 
We are sad to report the recent passing 
on of Mick a couple of months ago.  
Only a few of the current drivers will 
know Mick but he was a real country 
gentlemen type who made us really 
welcome whenever we went to Ruabon.  
Ruabon for those who don’t know was a 
grasstrack type venue which was big 
wide quick with a fence embankment 
only on the main straight and a bit rough 
at times although Mick put many hours 
in trying on the tractor with a roller 
trying to keep the undulations to a 
minimum.  During the winter of 2004 Ruabon club saw something of a power struggle with 
Mick being ousted from position of promoter.   The track closed in the summer of 2005 after 
just one Modstox meeting, as many racers loyal to Mick deserted the track.  This was perhaps 
a measure of the respect the man had.  From there, Mick had intentions to race but travelling 
and other work commitments prevented him and Paul getting out on track. 
 
Jake & Dave Roche – You will also see in the for sale section that Jake (99) and Dave 
Roche, after only having a 1 off race in 2008 have finally decided to sell up.  Dave very 
kindly was “volunteered” by the drivers to be chairman in 2002 in the pits at Trent Raceway 
when the club was scrabbling around trying to regroup after the sudden closure of Stoke at the 
end of 2001.  Dave and Gary Picken then steered the club through some of the up and down 
times, which is the only reason the club is still in existence today.  During the latter years 
attendances were limited as Jake had become a member of a successful band with gigs being 
on Sunday evening preventing them from attending meetings but Dave remained chairman of 
the club until the end of 2008.  On the racing front Jake was a nearly man, almost winning the 
Tyrefit in 2005, leading going into the last lap and the Champion of Champions at Blyton in 
2006 until pipped on the last bend by all conquering Neil Mack.  Neil was so impressed by 
this drive that we believe he even handed over the Champions of Champion trophy for that 
race racing saying Jake deserved to win that race.  We thank them for the help and efforts and 
wish them well in their new endeavours. 
 
TRACK NEWS  
 
3rd Round I-Factor – The Modstox make their 3rd appearance at Birmingham Wheels 
Raceway on the 5th June.  Current indications are that there should be around 15/16 cars, 
which should be excellent to see.  Gary Picken has even suggested he may be in attendance 
after seeing Nathan Picken find an extra gear in the car last meeting out, Gary suggesting it’s 
the car not Nathan!!.   
 
PLEASE COULD YOU ALL BOOK IN FOR THIS MEETING VIA T HE CLUB 
EMAIL BEFORE 1 st June (Modstox@live.co.uk)  
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DRIVER / CAR NEWS 
 
Recent discovery – It came to our attention a 
couple of weeks back that a Modstox was in 
storage after 10 years away from a track as it last 
raced at Stoke!!  The owner (Andy Astbury) 
hadn’t made his mind up whether to sell or not in 
this time, but had finally decided to proceed to 
sell the car.  For those who saw the email that 
went out, it didn’t take long to change hands and 
is now in the possession of Tim Smith (21).  They 
managed to get this chassis back out at the 
Brampton last weekend and to their great credit 
and surprise ...bagged 2nd in the final!  They hope 
to get the other car in their possession out soon after with a new driver on board. 
 
New Drivers – Over the start of the season we have had 3 new drivers race in the formula: 
 
James Woolley (15) – James arrived at the last Birmingham meeting with the ex Dave 
Waterhouse car and for his first ever meeting on track drove very well indeed.  The cars 
handling is a little erratic at present with “understeer” being the main problem resulting in 
James being something of an entertainer /catalyst for incidents at both the last Birmingham 
and Brampton meets.  Although James introduction to Modstox was complete at Brampton 
with one of the Picken cars sitting on his bonnet (It happens to us all eventually!!!).  This is 
the first time James has raced anything so with the early speed he has shown it should not be 
long before he get his first win 
 
Rob Bunting (53) – Rob was out also at the last Birmingham in the borrowed Andy Fraulo car 
acting as the test pilot.  The car in question is an ex-Dean Bunting car bought from the Picken 
workshops and he gave the car its first track time in quite a few years.  Andy has done an 
excellent job is refurbishing the car and is a real credit to his efforts. Whilst a few issues had 
to be dealt with on the night it was good to see the car on the pace by the end of the night, 
currently their intention is to do just the Birmingham and Northampton meets at present. 
 
Steve Hattersley (69) – Steve bought the ex Dave Shaw, Sam Cole, Justin Butler car on the 
day of the meeting and raced it that night.  Brake issues were sorted pre-meeting and the ex-
F1 driver soon came to grips with the sheer power of the Reliant engined car and provided 
some good entertainment on the night by almost rolling in Heat 2.  Next meeting out and 
Steve got nearly everything right winning 3 out 4 races at Brampton his first time out, only 
missing the fourth win due to a problem with his nuts!!! 
 
Improved Drivers 
A quick mention must go out to both Ian and Darren Wood, after what was a difficult start to 
the season, both drivers have made real progress and this has been noticed by many of the 
drivers.  Keep it up lads; it won’t be long before you can really upset some of the so called top 
drivers!! 
 
Possible Stories for Newsletters 
 
We are looking into sorting out some other stories, background details of the cars and drivers 
to add to newsletters in the upcoming months.  If anyone can help with pictures of the past, 
and details of some of the older cars out there with their history please let us know. 
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For Sale & Wanted 
 
New F2 Chassis ready for conversion. It’s a flat chassis never raced, full roll cage, front and 
rear bumpers, nerf rails, under carriage and seat support bars.  Rear leaf spring mounts tacked 
up and in place, there is also an Aluminum bulkhead plate for the engine.  £200 ONO.  
Contact Craig Mack – 07958 920 390 or Modstox@live.co.uk 

 
Modstox race car less engine (Black car), very good car and was 
last raced a couple of years ago.  Car is very competitive, very 
similar setup to 256 and 95.  £500 ONO (Engine is available at 
extra cost POA) Contact Craig Mack – 07958 920 390 or 
Modstox@live.co.uk 
 

Modstox race car less engine (Green & White car), very good 
car and was last raced a couple of years ago.  Car is very 
competitive, very similar setup to 501 and 56.  £475 ONO 
(Engine is available at extra cost POA) Contact Craig Mack – 
07958 920 390 or Modstox@live.co.uk 

 
Modstox race car, originally built by Richard keeling a consistent 
blue top car with beam front end on fiat hubs.  4.1 diff, Kirkey seat.  
Has engine but needs head gasket.  Also comes with small 2 wheel 
trailer, £850 ONO for car and trailer complete (May split).  Other 
spares may be available at additional cost.  Can and spares located in 

Congleton Cheshire.  Call Dave and Jake on 07771 736840 or Modstox@live.co.uk    
  
Reliant Gearboxes £30 each, Reliant axles £100 each, Reliant 4.1:1 ratio differential £250 
(perfect ratio for all the tracks on this seasons fixture list). Also 13” steel wheels available in 
various widths up to 8” wide £40 each.  Contact Neil Mack 07841 919 336 
 
For sale, Reliant axle – Andy Fraulo 01788 823886 
 
For sale, Trailer – Justin Butler £100 – Tel 07793 201211 
 
For sale, Race tyres – Nick Smith 07891 545901 
 
Alloy Fuel tank - Randall type £25, TRS seat belts - 5 point, red, NASCAR buckle £30, 
Kirkey seat belts - 5 point, black, NASCAR buckle £30, Steel Fuel tanks made to order – 
POA. Tel: 07908 773252 or email martinford713@hotmail.com 
 
Personalised race and club T-shirts available from Dave Wood – See cars 113 and 24. 
 
That’s all for now………… 
 
All the Best 
  
Modstox Team. 
Modstox@live.co.uk 
Tel - 07771 864401 
Newsletter produced and edited by Craig’s Race Associated Productions!! 

 



 5

Current Results & Grades 
 
 

MODSTOX 2010 -RESULTS AT A GLANCE 

DATE TRACK 
No. of 

cars/drivers 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
GRADE 

AWARDS 
03/04/2010 BIRMINGHAM H1 56 45 256 501 6 808 5 95 W 45 
SOSQR1   H2 45 56 501 6 256 808 324 95 Y 501 

    F 56 45 5 6 501 256 95 808 B 6 
                      R 56 

18/04/2010 BRAMPTON H1 5 56 45 256 93 6 95 501 W 5 
    H2 5 45 56 256 6 93 95 501 Y 501 
    Shale Shifter 5 56 256 6 95 501 45 93 B 45 
    GN 45 5 56 6 93 223 256 501 R 56 

01/05/2010 BIRMINGHAM H1 5 501 56 45 95 69 6 15 W 69 
BQR1   H2 56 45 501 69 15 NOF     Y 501 

    F 501 45 256 56 53 15 69 NOF B 45 
                      R 56 

16/05/2010 BRAMPTON H1 45 56 6 95 21 501 223 15 W 69 
N&M LEG1   H2 69 45 56 21 6 95 501 223 Y 223 
SOSQR2   F 69 21 56 45 6 223 501 113 B 6 

    GN 69 45 56 6 223 501 15 nof R 45 
As compiled by Gary Independent Modstox Productions !! (Modstox Official Grader) 
 

 
The following is a list of current grades after Birmingham Wheels 1st May 2010. 
 

DRIVER GRADE 

  
Neil Mack GOLD/SILVER 
Brandon Marlow RED 
Richard Edwards RED 
Martin Baker RED 
Gary Picken RED CBDG 
Neil Cooper BLUE 
Andrew Edwards BLUE 
Nathan Picken BLUE 
Mark Trueman YEL 
Nick Smith YEL 
Steve Hattersley WHITE 
James Woolley WHITE 
Rob Bunting WHITE 
Justin Butler WHITE 
Darren Wood WHITE 
Ian Wood WHITE 
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ADVERTS 
 

 


